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THE SALTVILLE JAM—HAS MOVED AGAIN!!

The Saltville Jam has really
grown over the years and is
almost  solely responsible
for exposing our area to the
many great talents and peo-
ple who have adorned our
stages and audiences. It’s
like everywhere we’ve
stepped, a new jam has
sprung up. This is a testa-
ment to our success. As the
old saying goes; “imitation
is the most sincere form of
flattery”. We want every-
one to know and rest as-
sured that we don’t have
any intentions of ending our
jam. It may change loca-
tions, format, leaders, etc.
from time-to-time, but it
will not go away.

We have spent a lot of time

looking for a new home for
our jam, and we have de-
cided to move to the Chil-
howie Lions Club Building
in Chilhowie, VA.

We want to expose our
musical heritage to more
people and broaden our
horizon. This can more eas-
ily be accomplished by our

new location..

We really regret the cir-
cumstances and chain of
events that led us to make
this bold leap of faith, but
we felt it was necessary to
preserve the integrity of our
jam. When you have a
dream and a desire to do
something of this magni-
tude, you have to be willing
to make tough decisions.

You also have to be willing
to be unpopular and learn
to deal with a lot of adver-
sity. We’ve had more than
our share yet we have en-

dured.

We would like to thank the
Saltville Rescue Squad, the
Holston River Coon Club
and the Allison Gap Ruritan
Club for their support and
the use of their facilities.

It was a great feeling secing
my old Allison Gap Elemen-
tary school’s dead empty
shell come alive again. Did
we ignite the spark that
saved it?

By Larry Hogston

How CAN yYou suPPORT THE JAM?

Although there is no admis-
sion charge for attending
the jam, we still have to pay
the Lions Club for the use
of their building. We want
the jam to stand on it’s own
solely from the support of
the audience and musicians.
So how do we do it? We
would like to ask everyone

who can to make a small
donation each night to help
us out. Some profit from
the concessions will also
help support us. If we start
accumulating an excessive
amount of funds, they will
be used to replace equip-
ment, improve the facility,
help with our Christmas

Party, etc. All funds taken
in will in one way or the
other be used for the bene-
fit of the jam. When possi-
ble, we will have shows and
benefits on Saturday nights
to raise money and to give a
little back to the musicians
for their efforts.

SPECIAL POINTS
OF INTEREST:

4 Kody Norris will be
performing with Ralph
Stanley on the Grand
Old Opry on October
15th. Way to go Kody!

¢ We would like to thank
everybody who helps
with this jam both the

pickers and listeners.

¢ If you have any ideas or
suggestions that would
help us improve the
jam, please let us know.
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entertainment as a service to the Community and the county.

Our goal 1s to provide a musical event that will showcase the various musicians and
singers in the surrounding areca while teaching the aspects of musicianship as well
as encouraging the development of new talents while at the same time providing
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“We have just
made a major
change to our
music event so |
think it’s time
for a name
change.”

WHAT’S IN A NAME? / RULES / FORMAT

NEW NAME: The Salt-
ville Jam name has to be
put into semi-retirement.
It’s no longer appropriate
and since we’re in a differ-
ent town, it just doesn’t
seem to fit anymore. Any
One of the hardest

thing for us mortals to deal

ideas?

with is change, yet we have
to deal with it everyday.
We have just made a major
change to our music event
so I think it’s time for a
name change. We're lean-
ing towards the “Smyth
County Jam”. What do you
think?

RULES: Most of our rules
are just common sense
rules where courtesy and
respect are the deciding
factors. Everything done at

the jam is done for a rea-

son. If you think you have
not been treated fairly or
that the rules apply to you
differently, you are most
likely mistaken. Most is-
sues can be resolved on the
spot if you will bring it to
our attention then. If you
introduce it to the rumor
circle first, it will only
grow and worsen and may
never get resolved.

If I have asked you to
do something and you
took it wrong, ’m very
sorry.

It’s so easy to ask why;
most of the time the an-
swer will be obvious to you
when you hear it. Don’t let
a little misunderstanding
keep you from being a part
of this historic event.

FORMAT: The

will evolve as we go, but

format

for the most part, the stage
show will consist of small
groups made up to resem-
ble a complete band. It’s
always a struggle to get
the

every night, but we will do

everyone on show
our very best. You have to
be understanding if from
time-to-time someone gets
left out. This is never in-
tentional. LH

We are looking for
someone to take charge
of the task of getting
the groups lined up.
Also, we need an MC
who understands our
music and can commit
to Monday nights. If
you are interested,
please let us know.

The Saltville
Jam is a smoke
and alcohol
free site.

WHAT You SHOULD KNOw

The Jam is a smoke and alco-
hol free site. Please be con-
scious to help keep the build-
ing and grounds clean and
casy to reset at the end of the
evening. Volunteers help
make this jam possible. You
can help make their job easier
by placing trash in the garbage
and restoring chairs and tables
that had been set up. If you
bring children, please be
aware of their activities and
help them get settled in to
enjoy the evening.

Some food and beverages are
available with some proceeds

going to help keep the jam

alive.

If you are a listener, you can
help musicians by keeping
conversation at a quiet level.
Conversations near players
can be a distraction. Even
sounds that are loud at a dis-
tance can be problematic.
Players need to hear subtle
harmonies, breaks and
changes to be able to follow
along.

If you are a player who loves
good acoustic music and you
want to be a part of the jam,
you will be more than wel-
come. Music at the jam is

rooted in the bluegrass and
old time genre. Bluegrass
instrumentation is made up of
guitar, banjo, fiddle, mando-
lin, bass and dobro. If you
play a different instrument,
check with the folks you want

to sit in with to see if it’s ok.

When you are in the jamming
area, keep all conversations to
a minimum and as quietly as
possible to keep from disturb-
ing the players on stage. Also,
don’t be playing another song
in the background while
someone is performing. Tune

quietly.




